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tendency throughout the country as a whole for minimum unem-
ployment to grow.
It is clear that the situation in the whole Area is precarious, depend-
ing as it does on the continued expansion of the motor industry.
The study of industry shows that the growth of other industries has
been small except for changes consequent on this main growth.1
There is therefore no reason to suppose that if the motor industry
ceased to expand, this Area would continue to enjoy conditions so
much better than in the country as a whole. If the motor industry
generally, or the local industry in particular, should enter on a period
of depression, it seems probable that the Oxford area would pass
from a state of unusual prosperity to one with a serious problem of
unemployment. In this event, it might prove difficult to dispose of
surplus local labour through emigration to other districts.
It is also possible that the Area will have an unemployment problem
in the future for another reason. The standard work in the motor
industry is most suitable for fairly young men, and most of the
employees are in fact young. It is feared that as they become elderly,
they will have some difficulty in keeping up with the demands of
mass production; and if this is the case and they become unemployed,
-experience suggests that they will find it extremely difficult to find
alternative occupations. This conclusion, however, is rather specula-
tive and other industrial changes may take place before there are a
large number of men who have grown up with what is still a com-
paratively young industry. What is certain is that the general pros-
perity of the Area is closely bound up with that of its main industry.
1 See Chapters TV and V above.